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 Session this year was not all business or fun. It was 
a time of remembering. Remembering those who had 
dedicated themselves to our Order. During the week, 

#2, Pittsburgh traveled with 
Grand Secretary Bailey to 

in memory of Grand Master 
Faub was purchased by 
Marilyn & Vito Urso of 

purchased in Ken’s memory 

in memory of Grand Master 
Faub and PGM’s Herman 

NEW FLAGS DEDICATED AT GRAND LODGE OFFICE

Members from #2, l to r - Linda Belford, Joan Bergfelt, Robert Watson, Ted 

  Places to Go...
       People to See

* denotes furnished by Planning Board   /   + denotes details to follow

2013
SEPTEMBER

22 / Orchard Manor Memorial Service

OCTOBER

2014
APRIL

JUNE
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FROM THE DESK OF THE GRAND MASTER
Fraternal Greetings! I must say I really have been enjoying the visitations 

am amazed by the motivation and want for improvement. I will continue to 
try and help in any way I can. I cannot believe the buzz and chatter in the 
background of Odd Fellowship about the District Deputy Grand Master’s 

and this committee is ready to restructure and bring the District’s back into 

in surrounding districts. I was so impressed to see Members traveling again 
to these visitations. Keep it up and thank you for the support!

a day or two during Session and nominate them for either Representative 

have a candidate, let me know and I will make sure they can get the degree. 

Bailey also had an article in a few months ago so many of you know this is 
a “hot topic”. It is with sadness I come to the conclusion that about 90% 
of the membership don’t even care about the Homes, both of them. Before 
everyone blows a cork at me… how did I come to this conclusion? People 

Fellows and Rebekahs, taking out those committee members who met that 

count on both hands those who were at both picnics combined. Bring your 

Memorial Services. Prove me wrong Brothers and Sisters, show up to the 
Orchard Manor Memorial Service on September 22nd to honor those who 
have gone before us. I promise you all it is worthwhile attending! I will have 

wrong there too. Show you care about the Homes by showing your support 
to their Odd Fellow Functions! 

concerns, please do not hesitate to call and I will do my best to help out, 
whether it be holding a school of instruction or degree or helping to clean 

member helps! I look forward to seeing you all on the road. Be that spark 
that will reignite a passion!

 Fraternally,

SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

congratulates the following on achieving 
milestone years in Odd Fellowship this 
month. 

25 YEARS
Roger Zimmerman - #148

30 YEARS

45 YEARS

50 YEARS
Paul Semmel - #192

55 YEARS

60 YEARS

THE GRAND LODGE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA WOULD 

LIKE TO WELCOME 
OUR NEWEST MEMBER:

Clover Lodge No. 348, Ambridge
 David Carlson – initiated June 11th 

Mt. Hor Lodge No. 736, Cassville
 Glenn Werner – initiated July 26th 
 Cody D. Booker – initiated July 26th 

Lady Harmony Rebekah Lodge #86, 
Tamaqua
 Samantha J. Drust – initiated July 17th 
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 Gary R. Hallock, Grand Conductor of the Grand Lodge of PA, I.O.O.F.,  

and received his three degrees that same weekend at the Dist. 14 Rally held 

mother in 2008. Gary then married his current wife Deborah in 1996, he has 

MEET YOUR GRAND LODGE
APPOINTED OFFICERS

MIDDLETOWN FLAG RAISING

of the Board, employees and Home residents present for 

honor outside the renovated front entrance and can be 

FORMER UN CANDIDATE
RECEIVED MUCH
HIGHER HONOR 

President Barack Obama at his May 24th graduation 
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THANK YOUS
Dear PA Odd Felow-Rebekah 
Education Fund, 
  I’d like to thank you so much for 
considering me for your scholarship. I feel 

chosen out of a large group of students. 

for offering this wonderful opportunity. I 
can’t tell you enough how much I appreciate 
your decision in choosing me as one of the 

Sincerely, Rachel Bossler

 I want to thank you so much for your 
generous scholarship to help me with 
my sophomore year at the University of 
Pittsburgh. I am so excited to continue my 
studies and your gift is a big help in making 
tha possible. 
 My father has been an Odd Fellow 
member for over 30 years so receiving your 
scholarship means a lot to me.

of your scholarship. Please thank the entire 
scholarship committee. I will work hard 
again this year to keep on track to achieving 
my goals.  

Sincerely, Aidan Hood-Betts

Dear Odd Fellow Members,    
 

scholarship is a great aid in furthering my 

generosity and support.
Sincerely, Lauren Manjardi

CAMP JRA
 

Camp JRA was held from Sunday, July 14th through Friday, July 19, 2013.  Some of 
the Arthritis Committee members made our annual trip up to Camp JRA.  Sue 
Trudnak of Thalia Lodge met us there and brought along table decorations as well 
as their now famous Sundaes on Sunday.  The campers (and staff) really look 
forward to this fun time on opening day.  This year’s theme was “Heroes” and red, 
white and blue were the colors for the day and many were dressed in those colors. 
Western PA members – do you see anyone you know in the accompanying 
picture?  This year there were 31 campers who arrived from the Pittsburgh area by 
bus.  Camp JRA had 24 campers from Western PA in 2012, 32 in 2011, and 23 in 
both 2009 and 2010, so the western part of the state is surely involved.  Now that 
they use the bus to bring in the group, they always need help with chaperone 
coverage for the trip as camp starts and camp ends.  A bus also comes from the 
Philadelphia area.   

A good way to volunteer if you are able 
We are trying to encourage your help in the activities the three PA Arthritis chapters 
run.  The Western and Central PA Chapters are reorganizing and from what we’ve 
heard, they are very interested in nurturing the IOOF/Arthritis bonds.       
Fall will begin more activities at the Chapter level and these will include walks as 
well as the Jingle Bell Runs as the Holiday time nears.  We need to continue our 
efforts to help those affected by arthritis with our time and financial support.  
Volunteer to help with registrations at an event.  Use your talents in some way to 
help ………  

 

V O L U N T E E R! 
The addresses and phone numbers of the three PA Chapters are below.  Call and 
make a commitment to help. 
 
Eastern PA Chapter                         Central PA Chapter                         Western PA Chapter 
Arthritis Foundation       Arthritis Foundation            Arthritis Foundation 
The Bourse Bldg Ste 500      3544 N. Progress Ave.                    Foster Plaza #11 
111 S. Independence Mall East       Suite 201                                         790 Holiday Drive  
Phila. PA 19106                               Harrisburg, PA 17110                      Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
215-574-3060                                   717-763-0900                                 412-566-1645  
                                                                                            
 
Charles E. Danihel, Chair, PA IOOF Jurisdictional Arthritis Committee 

COMMITTEE GATHERS TO INVESTIGATE POTENTIAL MEMBER 

Pictured in front l to r

and although the group is getting smaller we still 
enjoy the time to get together, reminisce & laugh 
of the good old days. In an effort to see that this too 

Session is the greatest way to bond as Brothers and 
Sisters throughout the jurisdiction and make life 
long friendships.
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OBITUARIES

Due to publication time, we regret we cannot accept 
Obituaries older than three months.

GEORGE W. WHITE

May 20, 2013

-

member.
-

He was preceded in death by his wife, Gail Dowler and one 
son. Surviving are two daughters, one son, nine grandchildren, 
nine great-grandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren.

GLENN R. KARNES

Brother Glenn R. Karnes, 85, of Parker, 

where he became a Past Grand and received his 

September 12, 1978.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Ruth Heisel.

BANKS F. WILLHIDE

on May 1, 1950. He then became a mem-

a Past Grand.

Surviving is a stepdaughter, three grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.

JOHN A.C. KINDIG

on May 20, 1946 where he became a Past 
Grand on October 7, 2002.

Surviving is his wife, Mary, two children 

GEORGE L. WOLFORD

-

December 19, 1988. He held the rank of Past Grand. 

daughters, four grandchildren, eleven great-grandchildren 
and three great-great-grandchildren.

Burial was private.
 

HAROLD E. ROELANDS

where he held active membership and assisted with the 

two daughters.
Burial was private.

LIONEL R. BECK

-

Downingtown, through consolidation on November 17, 2005.

four grandchildren.
Burial was private.
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J. MARTY WERTZ

 

Surviving is his wife, the former Fay Rinier, 
one son, two daughters, eleven grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren.

ROBERT J. SMITH

where he became a Past Grand. He then became a member 

March 19, 2001.

Surviving is one daughter, one son and three grandchildren.

ROY B. BESTOW

He was preceded in death by his wife, Nancy Pederson. 
Surviving are four children.

CLARK L. KRONK

on October 9, 1941. He then became a member 

-

-

great-grandchildren. 

RONALD A. LINT SR.

-

November 21, 1992.
He was a member of the Otterbein United Methodist 

Surviving is his wife, the former Verna M. Ulery, two 

and entombment was held in Green Ridge Memorial Park 
Mausoleum.

JAMES W. SEYLER
Past Grand Guardian

-
tion of Grand Guardian for PGM Stewart 

having been initiated March 28, 1983 and receiving his 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Fairy R. Hamme. 
Surviving are two sons, two grandchildren and one great 

HATS OFF 

we moved from 4th to 2nd place for membership in 

they are also in 2nd place with 11 members, 

to report these new members to the jurisdictions 
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BRADY LODGE #116, THIS ISSUES SILVER SPONSOR

toward your Magazine, the Grand Lodge gratefully acknowledges the donation of $2,500.00 from them toward the 
purchase of new computers and software.
as the continued support of the magazine, just so you realize how donations like this keep your per capita from increasing, 

BRADY LODGE #116 MEMBERS
Italic denotes Past Grand

* denotes current District Deputy Grand Master

DANLEY, Arthur

ENTZ, Walter
FENSTERMAKER, Frank

FIESTER, Fred

HARDESTY, Robert 

OHMNEISS, Rickey
PETERMAN, Larry

* WALLIS, Michael            

WERTMAN, Byron

DEDICATION & PRIDE

I have seen so much on my travels the past few years. Some good 
and some bad; some things have really touched me and opened 

Dallas. He was initiated and advanced to the third degree at our 

long line of Odd Fellows and had a great interest in this Order. 

afterwards, he said he had something to show me and then lifted up 

gentleman has no other tattoos… it took him 70 years to 

Fraternal Body that he decided to carry it with 

since told me another IOOF tattoo is coming 

though, that if he were to get suspended, 

Brother Pete and may you continue to be 
an inspiration to those you meet!

 Fraternally,
 Justin C Bailey, Grand Master



R E B E K A H   M A G A Z I N E 9September 2013

SESSION SPONSORS ACKNOWLEDGED

gathering would have not been received. Our apologies to 

left with the sign before a picture could be captured. 

KNOEBELS 2013…WOW!

I only have 2 words for this year’s Odd Fellow and Rebekah 

number of those attending the picnic at Knoebels Grove in 

oppressive heat of the week before.  It was the perfect day 
for a picnic and our brothers and sister sure know how to 

meal, we offered a kid’s meal of chicken tenders, macaroni 

loaded up with all the goodies a kid 

added surprise, each basket included 

received a bottle of bubbles and the 
pavilion looked like it was going to 

the air! If you missed it this year, 
make plans to attend next year.   It 
was a great day to come together 

all who attended and made the day 
possible and thank you to the people 
at Knoebels who do such a great job 
taking care of us.  

Yours in Friendship,
Love and Truth,
Mary Giebel,
Planning Board Secretary
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SESSION FUN NITE TURNS TO A FEUD 

Rebekah work hard again to make Session Fun Nite a 

show Family Feud. Editors observation: Note they pitted the 

ANNUAL UN PILGRIMAGE A SUCCESS

for a send-off to their trip as part of the IOOF United Nations Pilgrimage 

Gettysburg. From there it was a whirlwind 13 day tour of the historical 

as a UN Pilgrimage Participant with some of the students 

Students get last minute instructions from UN Pilgrimage Committee 
co-chair PGM Tom McHugh (former “Pop” on the tour) 

UN Pilgrimage Committee co-chair Sarah Baer, Rebekah Past President Judy 
Wert and Rebekah Assembly President Mary Landis stand at the ready to 
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2013 MIDDLETOWN HOME DAY A SUCCESS 
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ON THE ROAD WITH GRAND MASTER JUSTIN

reactivating and doing a great job on securing a future in Rush! Keep 
up the good work! 

GM Bailey & Staff with Brothers of Harmony Lodge #86 and 

GM Bailey & Staff with Brothers of Strasburg Lodge #361 and Earl 
Lodge #413 - great turnout of support! 

GM Bailey & Staff Commissioning DDGM Harvey at Oneida Lodge 

new member Samantha Drust as their Lodge also conferred the Rebekah 
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ON THE ROAD WITH
GRAND PATRIARCH JIM 

York, PA

ENCAMPMENT RALLY 
SCHEDULED

GREETINGS PATRIARCHS;

The schedule will be as follows:

with candidates should please contact me directly prior to 

19604.

Chairman, PA Grand Encampment Degree Work Committee

The Grand Lodge “Visual Research Committee” 
requests your support for the following two 

events benefiting “The Curing Retinal Blindness 
Foundation” – Bike the Basin & The Fore Sight 

Classic Golf Tournament.

until there are no more working cells to send messages from the 
eyes to the brain. Both of the boys were born with less than 10% 
of the vision of a typically sighted person and they are likely to be 
in complete darkness by their late teens/early twenties. Michael 
just turned 13… the clock is ticking. 

stop them from chasing their dreams. But even with the best 
adaptations and efforts, many of their dreams are fading as their 

Mitchell’s dream of being a great soccer goalie on a team with his 

kids anymore. Driving a car, a dream they both have, is getting 
further from possible every day that there is no treatment to reverse 
their vision loss. 

available before the Smedley boys lose the minimal vision they 
have, and ultimately, hopefully, the vision lost will be restored 
so Michael can suit up again for baseball, Mitchell can get back 

driving privileges! 

families involved in moving this mission forward are volunteers! 

event, please visit the website at www.bikethebasin.org or email 

Note: for information on how you can support or participate 
in the “Fore Sight Classic Golf Tournament” held on October 
8th at the Spring Mill Country Club in Ivyland PA, click on 
the associated tab on www.bikethebasin.org. 

“What’s different and special about this event is that it is FOR kids, 

    Merrill Reese, voice of the Philadelphia Eagles
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ORCHARD MANOR
22nd ANNUAL FAMILY PICNIC

JULY 13, 2013

Resident Gail Bestwick 
shows the balloon corsage 
she had made at the picnic. 

Resident Kate Bachmeyer and  
her friend Lloyd. 

Resident Shirley Baker with her husband
on the Sunshine Way patio. 

Resident Edna Montgomery and her  
husband, Bud. 

Resident Melissa McCoy enjoys the
picnic with her family 

Resident Audrey Wilson 
waves to the camera. 

Resident Isabelle Sweetapple along
with her daughter, Marsha. 

Resident Philip Haag and
some of his family 

Resident Kathryn Hockenberry
and her daughter, Jean. 

Resident Sydell Rehbein gets a 
visit from her family. 

Resident George Hunter spends some 
time with his daughter, Liz. 

Resident Irene Boyer and friend. 

Resident Lynette Dallas, with Davey bear 
and Activity Aide Twila Vogel. 

Resident Lynette Dallas, with Davey bear 
and Activity Aide Twila Vogel. 

Residents George and Virginia Taylor  
love being outside at the picnic. 

Resident Ruth McKinley with
some of her family members 

Resident Dot McConnell with her husband
and former Resident, Bob. Resident Marilyn King and

her husband, Gene. 
Resident Shirley Attridge and

her granddaughter 

Resident Clare O’Brien visits with her family. 
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MERCER COUNTY INTERESTING FACTS:
    

Do you know where it was or do you even remember some of 

was once in your town and mail it in, we’d be glad to have it 
for our archives and it could perhaps end up in the magazine!

MERCER COUNTY:
Charleston – White Oak Lodge #569 – defunct prior 1900s
Clark – Cressona Lodge #349 – defunct 1882
Clarksville – Lacon Lodge #349 – defunct 1851
Farrell – Misbeth Lodge #59 – consolidated 1971
Fredonia – Eulalia Lodge #818 – consolidated prior 1900s
Fredonia – Bessemer Lodge #1110 – consolidated 1980
Greenville – Alhambria Lodge #293 – consolidated 1974
Grove City Lodge #910 – consolidated 1996
Hamburg – Eilert Lodge #582 – defunct prior 1900s 
Hendersonville – Worth Lodge #554 – consolidated 1975
Jackson Center Lodge #771 – defunct prior 1900s 
Jamestown Lodge #421 – defunct 1928
Mercer Lodge #323 – defunct 1946
Mercer – West Central Lodge #33 – consolidated 1963
New Castle – Shenango Lodge #195 – consolidated 1961
New Hamburg – Lowango Lodge #1022 – consolidated 1985
New Virginia Lodge #841 – defunct 1906
Pine Grove – Wolf Creek Lodge #910 – defunct prior 1900s
Sandy Lake Lodge #573 – Happy 150th!!!
Sharon Lodge #347 – consolidated 2008
Sharon – Calvin Lodge #577 (German) – defunct prior 1900s 
Sharpsville – Adoniram Lodge #739 – consolidated 2008
Sheakleyville – William G. Brown Lodge #592 – changed name to below
Sheakleyville Lodge #592 – consolidated 2002
Stoneboro Lodge #501 – consolidated 1972
West Middlesex Lodge #593 – consolidated 1992
Wheatland Lodge #174 – consolidated 1928
 = 27 total Lodges with 1 still active
Next Month – Susquehanna County – Get your pictures and 
articles in now!

RUSH #471 JOINS COMMUNITY IN 
CELEBRATING OUR INDEPENDENCE

parade and the afternoon the members held their annual 

Grady Slade manned the grill to make burger & dogs. PGM 

made the orders up & served. 

right: Brother Ike making 

MERCER LODGE #323
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Periodical Mail

July Donations

Grand Master Bailey has scheduled the 
following visits for September.

I am sure he would appreciate seeing you there.

5 – Charleroi #1030 – 1PM / 
Bruston Swissvale #1107 – 8PM

9 – Somerset #438 – 7:30PM

12 – Vincent #762 – 7:30PM

16 – Henry Disston #8 – 8PM

17 – Last Esther R#74 – 7PM / 
Tunkhannock #699 – 8PM

20 – Ridgway #969 – 8PM

21 – Fall Rally, Sandy Lake – 10AM

22 – Orchard Manor Memorial Service – 2PM

23 – Lititz #1050 – 7:30PM

28 – PPRA Wert Testimonial – 6:30PM

COME VISIT THE
GRAND MASTER

PA SPECIAL VISUAL ASSISTANCE
R123 Phoebe Rebekah 25.00           

CRB – 1 FUND
R30 Salome Rebekah 25.00

VISUAL RESEARCH

562 Newburg 25.00
  
  128.40

UN PILGRIMAGE FOR YOUTH

ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION

  
   113.40

CAMP JRA
Phyllis Shakley

371 Oneida 50.00
1004 Hampton 50.00
  
  200.00

EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND

  
  183.49


